The Maas Family
Belize, Central America

October 2009 Update

“Jesus came to seek and to save
what was lost.” —Luke 19:10

Dear Family and Friends,

It’s hard to believe it’s already October! Where did the summer go?! We have been working hard at the Baptist Training
Center with various organizations and mission teams and trying to rest too. But God has been so faithful in providing us
good health and overflowing joy to be here. Below are some updates of our activity:
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This summer, many local Belizean groups came to use the facility for retreats, conferences, and camps. The
Belize Bible School had a great educational week in August. And there were over 8 American churches that came
to serve the Belizeans through construction, Vacation Bible School, and other activities.

We are continuing to grow in our Spanish acquisition thanks to our wonderful staff that helps us in our daily
conversations. Our skills continue to be tested in the area of servant leadership but with God’s help, He still
provides much grace and wisdom.

Eric’s Rotary Club is keeping him busy with various activities and places to help. The networking has been
priceless. He is going on Thursday nights with his Bible Study group to disciple men at a drug rehab facility which
is going well. And he is enjoying his good friend, Johnny (Taiwanese), and his wife’s cooking which includes: fish
balls, beef cartilage, cow foot soup, and chicken feet!

Julie has restarted her weekly Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) in Belize City and enjoying the study of Gospel of
John this year. She is leading a Bilingual Bible study of “Experiencing God” with her prayer group (and some
women from Oakmont Baptist Church are prayer partners for these ladies).

We participated in an online meeting with our CBF Latin America team members. Through the use of
GoToMeeting, we were able to converse online with team members from Haiti, Mexico, and Peru.

A ministry that has been of interest to Julie for some time is the social injustice of human trafficking. God has
blessed her with much information to read and research. Although it’s in the early stages, He has also begun to
open doors connecting her with organizations in Belize who are also passionate about working with sexually
exploited young women and girls. We look forward to seeing where God will lead us in this new area of ministry
for us!

Ciera has finished her first month of 2" grade and enjoying it. It is a new challenge to be responsible for
homework and cursive writing. But she is doing well. She brought such joy to us this summer to see God use her
in a powerful way when her and another girl from the village decided to lead a VBS here at the camp themselves
for the local children. They planned the Bible story, the craft, snack, and games. Sixteen children attended and
they all had fun. She’s still a social butterfly but is becoming more mature by the months!

Josiah celebrated his 2™ birthday on September 19"™. He has brought us even more laughter now more than
ever. He is talking and using many words and Eric has taught him how to use the “thumbs up” gesture and
amazingly Josiah uses it at the most appropriate times. He is still sold out for Sesame Street, his blanket, and
Matchbox cars. But his favorite pastime is just sitting in our trucks playing driver and pushing every button there
is on the dashboard.

Family vacations to NC, Pittsburgh, and OH were enjoyable getaway times for all of us this summer and over
Labor Day. We are already looking forward to hopefully heading back to NC at Christmas.




Through your generous donations, Seek Serve Save was able to help in many capacities such as: the purchase of
umbrellas, Bibles, Promise Books, medications, construction materials for a school, preschool and camp, an MR,
families of those in prison, Bible story cloths, school supplies & tuition, an orphanage, and the assistance of a
pastor at the Belize Bible School. We couldn’t have done this without you! THANK YOU!!!

Thank you once again for all your support, prayers, encouragement, emails, and packages. We are so
appreciative, more than you’ll ever know!! Bless you all for your help to us personally and on a global level.

We pray God will continue to stir your heart for missional efforts despite the economic hardships because we
learned that what we saw when we lived in Greenville was not the “norm” of how most people live around the
world. As we read this summer from an excellent book called, “The Hole in the Gospel,” if you are making more
than $25,000/year, that is more than what 90% of the world is making. 90%! So if it’s a challenge right now,
it’s even more so affecting the poverished. People are just “surviving” on a daily basis.

So will you continue to join us in using your blessings and talents to reach the unreached, the needy, and the
oppressed? Whether it’s Belize, China, or somewhere else around the world, may God use you and your gifts in
a mighty and unique way. Luke 6:38a says, “Give and it will be given to you...” That’s not just a challenge but a
promisefrom God.

Enjoy the pictures below!

All our love & affection,
Eric, Julie, Ciera, & Josiah Maas

Donations can be sent to: PO Box 14902 New Bern, NC 28561
Online through PayPal at www.seekservesave.org
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http://www.seekservesave.org/

Pictures

Friend, Sarah Lang, sharing her musical gifts with local children

Ciera doing VBS with the local kids in our village

Our big 6-year old!

Have you ever seen any birds more beautiful??!

Josiah’s 2™ Birthday celebrating “Sesame Street-style”

Zebulon Baptist Church of NC provides classroom addition in La Gracia

Our little man loves machines. (The Apple doesn’t fall far from the tree)

Eric’s bible study group ministering at the drug rehab center. Eric’s group consists of 2 Americans, a
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Mennonite, a Taiwanese, and a Belizean! God is amazing.....




